
 

Gold Coast property market 'the pick' for 2016  
by Matthew Cranston Jan 25 2016 

The Gold Coast's 
residential real estate 
market is stubbornly 
fighting its way back to 
the top with a 60 per cent 
clearance rate at Ray 
White's annual The Event 
auction on Sunday. 
Of the 105 properties in the 
order of sale, 45 sold under 
the hammer on the day, 
with an additional 18 sold 
prior. 

Ray White Surfers Paradise 
chief executive Andrew Bell, 
who oversaw the 22nd 
annual auction event, said 
he expects the clearance 
rate will be up to 80 per cent 
by mid-week. He said 
the gap between buyers' 
and sellers' expectations. 

At 4.40 Sydney time, 30 
properties worth $27.6 
million had sold, with 57 
properties having been 
auctioned. More than 251 
registered bidders 
passed through the gates 
looking to snap up one of 

the ritzy mansions 
overlooking a canal, 
hinterland eagles' nests 
or exclusive penthouses in 
the signature high-rise 
towers. 

In the Gold Coast 
Hinterland, the half-finished, 
five-bedroom, seven-
bathroom palace at 473 The 
Panorama, Tallai, was on 
offer. The property was 
originally bought for $1.38 
million at the top of the 
market in 2007. It was on 
hold for $2.8 million. 

While there was a gap 
between buyers and sellers 
on properties such as a 
palatial house at 32 
Admiralty Drive, Paradise 
Waters, as well as at 3183 
Riverleigh Drive, Hope 
Island, other properties 
were hotly contested.  

Sam and Queenie Ge 
snapped up an apartment 
for $488,000 at 5 Lawson 
Street, Southport Central. 

"We don't really know where 
values are going," Mr Ge 
said, "I just bought it 
because my wife liked it." 

Mr Ge, who owns travel 
agency FIT Travel, said 
"We would have gone to 
$500,000 if we needed too," 
he said, "We will probably 
just buy it without 
borrowing." 

Ray White Group joint 
chairman Brian White 
attended the auction and 
said there was a clear 
indication that interstate 
buyers were checking the 
Gold Coast for property. 

"If you had to pick a 
market for 2016 I would 
say it's the Gold Coast," 
he said. "The recovery 
didn't happen fast; it's 
still going and Sydney 
buyers have started 
buying there." 

Prices for houses and 
apartments are set to rise 
this year at the Gold Coast. 
The man who repeatedly 
predicted the boom in 
Sydney's house prices,  

SQM Research managing 
director Louis 
Christopher, has forecast 
growth of up to 11 per 
cent in Gold Coast prices. 

 

http://www.afr.com/real-estate/matthew-cranston-j7gax.html


 
 

Bouyant Gold Coast seeing more investors  

ANTONIA MERCORELLA | 24 JANUARY 2016 
 

The Queensland real 

estate market continued 

its steady pace 

throughout 2015, with a 

new record median house 

price in Brisbane of 

$610,000 ending the year 

with a flourish. 

The market has recorded a 

steady sustainable growth 

rate of about two percent 

over the past eight quarters 

and this has led the 

southeast corner into firmer 

territory leading up to 2016. 

Compared with the southern 

states, Queensland’s 

market has been relatively 

stable and has resisted the 

volatility shown in those 

markets. 

As Sydney and Melbourne’s 

markets have strengthened 

considerably over the year, 

investors have been 

attracted to Brisbane and 

the Gold Coast where 

affordability and ROI factors 

have remained steady. 

The apartment market in 

Brisbane’s inner city has 

remained in healthy 

territory, despite concerns 

that an oversupply was 

imminent. Vacancy rates 

have remained steady with 

data revealing vacancies in 

the inner city were around 

2.5 percent to 2.7 percent. 

Outside of the southeast 

corner, the state’s regional 

centres struggled to gain 

meaningful ground, 

although small gains were 

seen in some towns. 

Tourist cities performed 

strongly. The Gold and 

Sunshine coasts recorded 

buoyant market 

conditions with investor 

activity picking up in both 

regions. 

House sales activity in the 

strengthening markets of 

southeast Queensland 

continued to improve over 

the June quarter. 

Back in the capital city, 

increased prestige sales 

and strong buyer demand in 

the $500,000-plus price 

contributed to the lifting 

median house price in 

Brisbane. 

Brisbane surrounds also 

showed improving buyer 

demand, with Ipswich and 

Logan recording double 

digit growth in sales activity 

over the quarter and over 

the year to June. 

Toowoomba’s house market 

appears to have taken the 

foot off the accelerator with 

sales volumes tapering off 

for a second consecutive 

quarter. Given the various 

projects in the pipeline, 

such as the going ahead of 

the second range crossing, 

local agents anticipate the 

region will continue to 

record consistent growth in 

its real estate market. 

 



Gold Coast auction market 
heats up for summer 
Alister Thomson  January 30, 2016  
 

 
 

RAY White Surfers 

Paradise’s auction 

juggernaut The Event saw 

$33 million worth of 

property sell on Sunday 

with chief executive 

Andrew Bell hailing the 

result as a good omen for 

the year ahead. 

Nearly 100 properties and 

boats went under the 

hammer at the Gold Coast 

Turf Club with Andrew 

saying it had a 60 per cent 

clearance rate once 

presales were included. 

“The Event is widely 

regarded as a barometer for 

the local and even national 

markets in the year ahead, 

so this result puts us in 

good stead,” Andrew says. 

Andrew says The Event 

shows people continue to 

put their faith in the property 

market rather than other 

investments. “At the end of 

the day it comes down to 

where people are going to 

get the best return for their 

money,” he says. “Right 

now it’s not in the bank and 

it’s unlikely to be in shares. 

Investors are confident in 

bricks and mortar in terms 

of both returns and long-

term growth potential.” 

The top property sale price 

was $1.2 million for a 

development site at while 

other buys included 

$920,000 for an acreage 

property at. A luxury family 

home at 4709 The Parkway, 

Sanctuary Cove, sold  

Also on Monday Lucy Cole 

Prestige Properties had two 

properties go under the 

hammer with both passed 

in. Principal Lucy Cole says 

shortly after the auction a 

three-bedroom apartment at 

Broadbeach’s Oracle 

building was placed under 

contract after it was passed 

in. Earlier in the week 

Professionals Mermaid 

Beach saw five of their 11 

properties sell at their 

auction showcase held at 

the Mermaid Beach Surf 

Life Saving Club. Principal 

Andrew Henderson said it 

was a good result. 

before auction through sales 

agent Matt Gates for more 

than $2 million. 

Ray White Broadbeach took 

11 properties to auction the 

day before The Event with a 

luxury apartment at the 

Vogue building in 

Broadbeach selling for $2.75 

million to Sydney-based 

hoteliers. The Ultra 

penthouse in Broadbeach 

was passed in. 

 



 

Building up only option for 
Gold Coast future growth  
 

By Carla Howarth  - February 03, 2016  

  

A leading Australian 
demographer says the Gold 
Coast council's plan to build 
up is the key to 
accommodating population 
growth. 

Bernard Salt predicts the 
local population will 
double by 2050. 

He said the city would have 
to build high-rises and 
develop the hinterland to 
accommodate the growth. 

"It is necessary to 'densify' 
suburbia, now that doesn't 
mean having high-rises all 
the way through to 
Mudgeeraba and so forth 
but it does mean that the 
suburban quarter-acre block 
that we've seen over the 
last 50 or 60 years needs to 
dense up," he said. 

"The only way you can 
double the population of the 
Gold Coast is if you 
introduce density, not just 
on the strip facing the 
beach, which has been the 
traditional tourist focus if 
you like, but further inland 
and this is consistent with 
the strategic thinking of 
Melbourne, Sydney, 
Brisbane." 

The council said the natural 
environment, business and 
residents would all benefit 
from the new City Plan, 
which took effect from 
yesterday. 
 
"Protecting our green and 
open space is vital for our 
city, which is expected to 
record significant population  

"The plan has been overlaid 
on top of our already 

endorsed Transport 
Strategy. What this means 
is the high density growth 
will be concentrated in 
areas serviced by the light 
rail and bus networks. 

"This makes sense as it 
minimises the need for 
more cars on the road, 
minimising future vehicle 
traffic movements assists in 
protecting our enviable 
lifestyle." 

Under the plan, about two-
thirds of the Gold Coast is 
designated as non-urban to 
safeguard the Gold Coast's 
coastal environments, 
waterways, green open 
spaces and World Heritage 
areas. 

The plan, will detail the 
rules of development into 
the future

growth over coming 
decades," Mayor Tom Tate 
said. 

"Under the plan, growth will 
be concentrated in existing 
urban areas. 

"The over-riding principle of 
this new plan is we need to 
build up, not out, so we 
remain a great place to live, 
work, invest and play. 

 

http://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/city-plan-2015-19859.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-03/high-rise-buildings-at-southport/7136480


Gold Coast needs 133 more apartment 
towers to cope with population boom 
in the next 20 years 
 
Michelle Hele September 9, 2015  
 

 

The Gold Coast will need 

another 133 apartment 

towers to help it cope with 

its forecast population 

boom in the next 20 

years.   

New research has revealed 

its population will jump by 

about 76 per cent by 2036 

and many of those people 

will need to be housed in 

high rise apartments. 

Report author Matt Gross of 

the National Property 

Research Co said the 

predicted population 

growth would mean 

demand for 156,000 new 

dwellings to cope with the 

influx. 

He believed about 31,000 of 

those dwellings would be 

apartments. 

Mr Gross said now was 

the time for investors to 

consider buying into the 

Gold Coast market, to 

reap the benefits of future 

in capital gain. 

There has already been 

some growth in prices since 

the start of this year with a 

median capital gain in of 

about $12,250 so far. 

“The Gold Coast appears to 

be at a more favourable 

point in the cycle for those 

looking to buy with arguably 

greater upside potential 

than Sydney. 

“Investors can purchase at 

the bottom of the cycle 

rather than buying into 

Sydney where median sales 

prices remain at historical 

peaks.” 

He said employment growth 

on the Gold Coast was 

expected to outpace 

Brisbane, south east 

Queensland and state 

averages.    



 

Chinese investors to look to Gold Coast for lifestyle 
with city poised to become ‘Dubai of Australia’ 
 

 

THE Gold Coast will become 

the Dubai of Australia by 

2050 as Chinese investors 

look to buy property in 

nearby “lifestyle” cities, 

says a leading 

demographer. 

Bernard Salt said the Coast 

would be hit by the “Dubai 

effect” over the next 35 

years as China’s share of 

the market place continued 

to increase. 

“The Gold Coast is so well 

connected into China and 

every wealth-generating 

region for (the past) 100 

years had a lifestyle area 

nearby,” he said. 

“In the Middle East, you 

made your money in Saudi 

Arabia or Kuwait in the 

1990s but you parked your 

money, your family, your 

lifestyle and bought an 

apartment and lived for 

three months of the year in 

Dubai.” 

The KPMG partner told 

guests at his What Lies 

Beyond the Horizon, Future 

Gold Coast seminar in 

Brisbane the very wealthy 

own property in a “lifestyle 

city” and a “work city”. 

“What region is the greatest 

wealth-generating region in 

the planet over the next 10, 

20, 30 years or so? That 

would probably be China,” 

Mr Salt said. 

“And where is the lifestyle 

area from China? 

“In a big-picture sense we 

would say it is Australia and 

it is somewhere like the 

Gold Coast, Sydney, 

Melbourne, Perth.” 

Mr Salt also said future 

foreign investors would look 

to buy on the Gold Coast as 

“risk mitigation” to move 

money. 

FINANCIAL expert and 

Sunrise host David Koch 

has backed the Gold 

Coast to deliver rivers of 

property gold. 

“Every investment follows a 

cycle. A boom is always 

followed by a bust, and 

every bust is followed by a 

recovery … it’s just a matter 

of timing,” Mr Koch said. 

“And the outlook for Gold 

Coast property now looks -

pretty good.” 

 



 

Gold Coast’s Glitter Strip moves north 

with $3 billion of development plans 

ANDREW POTTS  March 3, 2016  

 
An artist impression of Coomera Integrated Resort 
 

THE Glitter Strip is about to 
move north with secret 
plans for an entertainment 
and tourism precinct, along 
with massive residential 
development, in a $3 billion 
boom through Helensvale, 
Coomera and Pimpama. 

Councillors yesterday 
approved a $500-million 
residential project on land 
next to the Helensvale Town 
Centre which should create 
room for 8000 more 
residents. 

But the shock is the 
development wave will 
include more hotels and 
more theme parks in the 
city’s north — and the 
reason for the investment is 
the light rail to heavy rail 
connection at Helensvale 
before the 2018 
Commonwealth Games. 

Confidential documents 
obtained by the Gold Coast 
Bulletin in a Right to 
Information investigation 
reveal Mayor Tom Tate 
wrote to Premier 
Annastacia Palaszczuk in 
late November last year 
detailing “my overall vision 
for the whole region”. 

He said the document, 
titled Gold Coast Resort 
Sites showed “significant 
expansion of the Yatala 
enterprise area eastwards” 
and the creation of a “water-
based enterprise and 
aquacultural zone in the 
northern corner near The 
Rock Point sugar mill. 

“As highlighted, I wish to 
see this area become the 
job-generation engine room 
in the northern part of the 
city, while addressing the 
obvious challenges and  

It comes as ASF 
Consortium, which plans to 
develop an integrated resort 
and casino at The Spit, 
today unveils its 45-lot 
Peninsula development at 
Hope Island. 

It will feature 27 
townhouses and 115 
apartments across three 
buildings. 

Real Estate Institute of 
Queensland Gold Coast boss 
John Newlands said “People 
want to move there because 
the infrastructure is being 
developed to support the 
area,” he said. 

opportunities this land 
exhibits,” Cr Tate wrote. 

“This potential significant 
investment is welcomed 
and encouraged. New 
tourism infrastructure 
would further strengthen 
the Gold Coast’s and 
Queensland’s international 
reputation as the great 
place to invest and visit.” 

Deputy Mayor Donna Gates 
said the announcement of 
stage two of the light rail 
linking the Broadbeach-
Parklands line with 
Helensvale was the trigger 
for the boom. 

 



 
Warning Gold Coast soon to be “Land-Locked” 
 

11th January 2016 |  Staff Writer 

 

 
The Gold Coast could 
become ‘land locked’ within 
the next five years unless a 
major shortfall in land 
supply is addressed with the 
release of more developable 
land, according to the city’s 
largest property marketing 
group Oliver Hume. 

New research by Oliver 
Hume showed there was 
only 1900ha of developable 
land, or approximately 
20,000 dwellings, left 
currently zoned to be 
developed in the Gold Coast 
LGA. 

Excluding land that is too 
steep to be developed takes 
the figures back to 
approximately 13,000 lots. 

“The property industry, 
Gold Coast City Council and 
the State Government all 
need to do more to address 
the shortfall before the 
impact on affordability 
becomes more acute,”  

OliverHume Queensland  Jo
int Managing Director 
Brinton Keath said. 

“With an average of 1,720 
lots sold on the Gold Coast 
per annum we are looking 
at the situation where the 
entire city will be 
completely out of land 
available for housing in 
about 7.5 years,” he said. 

“Australia’s 6th largest city 
will be essentially land 
locked because it has 
completely run out of 
developable land.” 

“When ones considers that 
it will may take as a 
minimum 3–4 years for 
studies and approvals to be 
complete, 7.5 years is 
critically low amount of 
time before we reach this 
dire stage.” 

Broadbeach-based Oliver 
Hume is one Queensland’s 
largest property services  

To highlight how much this 
land is needed, as of 
December 2015, OH 
research shows that there 
were only 221 lots available 
for sale within Australia’s 
6th largest city of 600,000 
people. 

“It’s a ridiculously low level 
and is only continuing to 
push land prices up and up, 
making the city 
unaffordable for young 
families, which is the 
predominant population 
group of the city,” Mr Keath 
said. 

The Gold Coast land is some 
of the most expensive in all 
of South-Eastern 
Queensland LGA’s, with the 
Gold Coast LGA established 
house price moving over 
$500,000 for the first time 
in 2015. 

group and completed more 
than 1,500 sales in 2015. 

Mr Keath said the situation 
could get much worse if the 
Gold Coast experienced a 
boom similar to 2003 when 
there were 3,256 lots sold in 
the Gold Coast LGA. 

“The market is heating up, 
and there is no reason that 
this level of sales may not 
occur in the next year or 
two. If this happens, the 7.5 
years turns in to less than 5 
years overnight.” 

 

http://www.theurbandeveloper.com/author/staff-writer/
http://www.theurbandeveloper.com/category/news/?s=Gold%20Coast
http://www.theurbandeveloper.com/category/research/
http://www.theurbandeveloper.com/category/location/australia/qld/


 

Gold Coast the next Monte Carlo 

due to 2018 Commonwealth Games 
JACK HARBOUR  March 8, 2016  
 

 
 

THE Gold Coast has joined 
the jet set playgrounds of 
the Cote d’Azur and Ibiza as 
an investment mecca for the 
world’s multi-millionaires. 

And the Gold Coast being 
mentioned in the same 
breath as Monte Carlo, Nice 
and Saint-Tropez is down to 
the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games. 

Knight Frank’s The Wealth 
Report, in its tenth year, has 
selected the Coast for the 
first time citing foreign 
demand for second homes, 
property investment and a 
lower dollar as other factors 
drawing the rich and 
famous. 

Bernard Salt demographer 
and social commentator. 
“A popular second-home 
destination, the arrival of the 

Commonwealth Games in 
2018 has kickstarted 
investment with a new light-
rail system and a AU$200m 
airport expansion planned,” 
it said. 

“Competitive prices, 
compared with Australia’s 
top cities, plus strong 
fundamentals — population 
growth and expanding 
tourism — underpin 
demand.” 

The report is an analysis of 
the performance of prime 
property markets 
internationally to track 
wealth trends. 

Elizabeth Burke Leading 
demographer - Bernard Salt 
said the Gold Coast had 
become to Asia what 
southern France was to 
Europe. 

REIQ zone chairman John 
Newlands said in the next 
year the Gold Coast’s 
popularity among the 
wealthiest could be 
comparable with the 
prosperity of Monte Carlo. 

“The wealthy will follow 
each other and you see that 
in suburbs on the Gold 
Coast … they congregate 
with eachother,” he said. 
Knight Frank Gold Coast 
managing director Mark 
Witheriff said the investment 
predicted in the report had 
already started. 

“If you look at the premium 
developments on the Coast 
in the last seven or eight 
years there is no doubt 
some of the high net worth 
individuals have been 
investing in the city,” he 
said.

“You need to be about 
four or five hours away 
by plane … you want a 
First World place where 
there are casinos, 
health, golf courses, 
where there’s a critical 
mass of people like the 
Coast,” he said. “Ibiza 
has it, Cote d’Azur has it, 
Jupiter Island has it, 
Cayman has it … the 
Gold Coast has it.” 

 



 

Fast trains Brisbane to Gold Coast? 
Stephanie BedoGold  April 13, 2016  

FEDERAL Trade Minister 
Steve Ciobo has invited a 
global rail company to 
build a high-speed train 
linking the Gold Coast 
and Brisbane. 

The Gold Coast MP said 
there was strong case to be 
made for a southeast 
Queensland bullet train 
given the increasing 
congestion of the M1 during 
peak times. 

His comments came as 
fellow Liberal MP John 
Alexander said a high-
speed train from Melbourne 
to Sydney could be 
operating within a decade. 

Gold Coast MP Steve Ciobo 
wants fast rail to the Gold 
Coast. Picture: Scott 
Fletcher 

A 2013 study commissioned 
by the former Labor 
government concluded the 
rail network should 

eventually link Brisbane, 
Sydney, Canberra and 
Melbourne, as well as the 
Coast and other major 
regional centre. 

Mr Ciobo raised the 
possibility of a Coast-
Brisbane train when he met 
with MTR Corporation 
during a trade mission to 
China this week. 

“I encouraged MTR to look 
at the Gold Coast and 
explained the need for a 
high-speed rail link between 
our city and Brisbane,” he 
said. 

“MTR has significant major 
rail projects in Australia and 
across the world and I 
believe a vibrant growing 
city such as the Gold Coast 
would be perfect for their 
next project. 

“MTR has a unique 
business model called “rail 
plus property” that could 

provide an innovative way 
to fund a high-speed rail link 
between the Gold Coast 
and Brisbane.” 

Under the business model, 
MTR builds rail lines and 
stations and in return is 
given development rights to 
surrounding land. 

A spokesman for advocacy 
group Rail Back on Track, 
Robert Dow, said the Coast 
to Brisbane route would 
have high patronage and 
could be a testbed for a 
future east coast fast rail 
network. 

“The first cab off the rank as 
far as we’re concerned 
could be Brisbane to the 
Gold Coast, without a doubt 
at all,” he said. 

“It wouldn’t have that many 
stations — a stop at 
Helensvale to connect to 
light rail.” 

Mayor Tom Tate said the 
Coast was Australia’s No. 1 
tourism destination and 
high-speed rail from key 
cities such as Brisbane, 
Sydney and Melbourne 
would benefit the city and 
economy. 

Other Coast MPs including 
Karen Andrews, Stuart 
Robert and Bert van Manen 
said they supported fast rail. 

 



 

Meet Gold Coast's Pimpama, 
Australia's newest boomtown 
Tony Moore April 1 2016 
 

 

Artists impression of new Olympic pool promised for Pimpama.  
 

Pimpama, sitting midway 
between Brisbane and 
Surfers Paradise, is 
Australia's fastest-growing 
region outside a capital city. 

"Pimpama was also the fastest-
growing area in Queensland 
and the fastest-growing 
outside any Australian capital 
city, up 20 per cent in 2014-15," 
according to the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics. 

Pimpama sits north of 
Coomera and south of 
Ormeau. From around 3500 
people in 2013, an extra 1000 
extra people, or 300-400 
couples and families, 
swarmed there in 2014-15. 

To give you an idea how 
quickly Pimpama is growing, 
consider this: Brisbane's 
population grew by 1.6 per 
cent in 2014-15, down slightly 
from 1.7 per cent the previous 
year. Most of Queensland 
grew at one per cent. 

 

 

 

Gold Coast's deputy mayor Cr 
Donna Gates is not surprised  

Pimpama is one of Australia's 
boom towns. She lives there. 

"It is old farming land that has 
never previously been 
developed, so it is new 
housing that is 
accommodating many young 
families on the northern Gold 
Coast," Cr Gates said. 

"It is halfway between 
Brisbane and Surfers Paradise 
and close to the M1," she said. 

"And I think it's providing just a 
really convenient location for 
families to establish." 

A range of schools and new 
facilities including shopping 
centres and a 50-metre pool is 
either underway or in place, Cr 
Gates said. 

"There's lot of choice of 
schooling in that area, both  

Demographer Beidar Cho, 
from the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, said Queensland 
had a higher proportion of its 
population growth – 40 per 
cent  - outside of Greater 
Brisbane. 

"Five of the top 10 largest-
growing areas in Queensland 
were outside of Greater 
Brisbane", Ms Cho said. 

Those hotspots include Upper 
Coomera - Willow Vale on the 
Gold Coast, Deeragun (1,300 
people) in northern 
Queensland and Pimpama. 

 

primary and secondary 
schools," she said.A new 
Pimpama District Centre is 
being built on the old Pacific 
Highway at Pimpama and 
plans are before Gold Coast 
City Council, she said. 

"The Gold Coast City 
Council has planned for 
intensive development of a 
district centre at Pimpama," 
she said. 

"So it is going to be 
probably our largest district 
shopping centre on the 
Gold Coast," she said. 

Pimpama's population grew 
by 1000 people in 2014-15, 
while nearby Willow Vale 
and Upper Coomera grew 
by 1500 people in 12 
months. 

 



 

The Gold Coast enjoying "jobs bonanza" 

 Leanne Macnamara 2 February 2016 

       
Crema Espresso is an example of a Gold Coast business that is thriving. 

Organisations throughout 
the Gold Coast are 
creating thousands 
of new jobs in 
Queensland, with the 
region experiencing solid 
growth across multiple 
sectors. 
 
Mayor Tom Tate welcomed 
comments State Treasurer 
Curtis Pitt made in January 
that the Gold Coast was 
leading Queensland in 
terms of improvements in 
the labour market. Mr Tate 
said the city currently has 
the lowest unemployment in 
the state, with construction, 
retail and manufacturing 
jobs all on the rise. 
 
"I have always said that 
when the Gold Coast's 
economy fires, Queensland 
hums and that's what we 
are seeing right now," he 
remarked. 
 

"This jobs bonanza is no 
accident. It has taken 
careful planning and a 
sleeves-rolled-up approach 
from council and private 
enterprise." 
 
Recent figures from the 
Queensland Government 
Statistician's Office revealed 
Gold Coast unemployment 
dropped 0.7 percentage 
points to 5.3 per cent in the 
12 months to December 
2015. 
 
State funding into the Gold 
Coast 2018 Commonwealth 
Games has played a big 
part in local job creation, 
with various infrastructure 
projects approved to ensure 
the city is prepared for an 
influx of domestic and 
international visitors. 
 
The mayor highlighted other 
contributing factors, such as 
the city's Business Growth  

One business that is taking 
advantage of the Gold 
Coast's optimistic business 
environment is Crema 
Espresso in Main Beach. 
Antony Forbutt, managing 
director of the coffee shop 
brand, said his company 
expanded rapidly and he is 
looking to continue this 
trend. 
 
"The Gold Coast has been 
the perfect city for me to 
grow my business.  

Accelerator Program, 

Investment Attraction 

Scheme, Export 

Assistance initiative and 

Business Online Program. 

 

Citing the latest 

unemployment figures, 

Mayor Tate said 15,000 

jobs have been created 

across the Gold Coast in 

the last 12 months. He 

claimed the city is "truly 

open for business". 

 

According to the local 

council, many 

organisations are 

increasing their 

headcounts as the 

economy thrives. This 

could encourage 

employers to hire more 

apprentices and trainees, 

especially if they urgently 

need to fill skills gaps in 

their operations. 
 

http://www.busyatwork.com.au/page/Employment__and_Career_Solutions/
http://www.busyatwork.com.au/page/Employment__and_Career_Solutions/
http://www.busyatwork.com.au/page/Australian-Apprenticeship-Support-Network/Apprentices__Trainees/
http://www.busyatwork.com.au/page/Australian-Apprenticeship-Support-Network/Apprentices__Trainees/


 

Jobs 'bonanza' no accident, says Mayor Tate 

25 January 2016 

The city is enjoying a jobs 
bonanza as thousands of 
Gold Coasters find work 
in a range of industries 
from retail to construction 
and manufacturing. 

“We heard from the State 
Treasurer last week that the 
Gold Coast is leading 
Queensland in employment 
growth. In fact, we have the 
lowest unemployment in 
Queensland,’’ said Mayor 
Tom Tate. 

“I have always said that 
when the Gold Coast’s 
economy fires, Queensland 
hums and that’s what we 
are seeing right now.’’ 

Mayor Tate visited Crema 
Espresso in Main Beach 
today, one of many 
businesses increasing 
workforce and enjoying the 
benefits of the current 
climate. 

Managing Director Antony 
Forbutt whose very popular 

coffee shops began with 
one store in Main Beach 
has moved into a franchise 
model with several stores 
now operating across the 
Gold Coast, Brisbane and 
further afield. 

“The Gold Coast has been 
the perfect city for me to 
grow my business. It is 
vibrant, exciting and there is 
a fantastic optimism you 
don’t find everywhere,” Mr 
Forbutt said. 

“Programs offered by the 
City of Gold Coast have 
helped my business 
develop a growth strategy, 
unlock capability for 
innovation and harness the 
power of people.” 

Mayor Tate said apart from 
the State’s injection of funds 
into Gold Coast 2018 
Commonwealth Games 
infrastructure, the City has 
delivered thousands of jobs 
through: 

The latest unemployment 
statistics released last week 
show that more than 15,000 
jobs were created on the 
Gold Coast in the past 12 
months and that the city’s 
unemployment rate has 
dropped to 5.3 per cent. 

“This jobs bonanza is no 
accident. It has taken 
careful planning and a 
sleeves-rolled-up approach 
from Council & enterprise,’’ 
said Mayor Tate. 

 Changes to the Local 
Procurement Policy 
where local businesses 
are given a pricing 
advantage to secure 
Council contracts; 

 Success from 
international self-funded 
trade missions (led by 
the Mayor) that had 
secured multi-billion 
dollar developments 
including Jewel at 
Broadbeach, and Iluka 
88 in Surfers Paradise; 

 Council’s own 
commitment to spending 
about $320million in 
major capital 
infrastructure in the 
2016/17 year. 

 The City’s Business 
Growth Accelerator 
program, Business 
Online program, 
Investment Attraction 
Scheme and Export 
Assistance that assists 
businesses such as 
Crema Espresso to 
expand and prosper. 

 



 

The city that creates 1250 jobs a month 

Written on the 27 January 2016 by Nick Nichols 

 

THE Gold Coast now has 

one of Australia's 

strongest jobs markets, 

and Mayor Tom Tate is 

not taking a backward 

step in claiming some of 

the glory. 

Latest statistics for 

December show the 

jobless rate in the city has 

fallen to 5.3 per cent, well 

below Queensland's 

unemployment rate of 5.9 

per cent, seasonally 

adjusted. 

The jobs have largely 

come from construction, 

although Tate says growth 

has been across the 

board, including tourism, 

education, health and the 

film production sector. 

The December figures 

show more than 15,000 

jobs have been added to 

the city's economy in the 

past 12 months, or about 

1250 a month. 

Tate says the latest data 

builds on the momentum 

created by the council 

three years ago when it 

launched the Construction 

Kickstart program to bring 

developments to fruition 

through discounts on 

infrastructure charges. 

That program has been 

credited with helping to 

keep the Gold Coast 

unemployment rate below 

the state average in recent 

years. However, Tate says 

he sees further 

improvement ahead. 

"When we came into 

government three and a 

half years ago we hit the 

ground running," Tate 

says. 

"The result is we've 

created certainty, and from 

certainty comes 

confidence and with 

confidence comes 

investment and now 

comes jobs. 

"I think there will be more 

jobs created. As we march 

towards the 

Commonwealth Games in 

2018, the future is bright 

for the Gold Coast." 

Tate is not calling it a 

boom, although he says 

the severe economic 

downturn encountered by 

the Gold Coast in the wake 

of the GFC in 2009 is 'well 

behind us'. 

"I have always said that 

when the Gold Coast's 

economy fires, 

Queensland hums and 

that's what we are seeing 

right now. 

"This jobs bonanza is no 

accident. It has taken 

careful planning and a 

sleeves-rolled-up approach 

from council and private 

enterprise." 

Tate, who addressed a 

media briefing at Crema 

Espresso at Main Beach, 

says while the 

unemployment rate is the 

lowest in 20 years, there is 

'more room to go', 

particularly youth 

unemployment which he 

says remains an issue. 

Crema Espresso is among 

a number of businesses 

benefiting from new 

council employment 

initiatives, including the 

Business Accelerator 

program. 

He describes the council's 

Business Accelerator 

program as 'absolutely 

timely for our small 

business'. 



 
Games to give Gold Coast $2bn 

economic boost and jobs bonanza 
   KERRIE SINCLAIR MARCH 13, 2014 8:46PM

WHILE the 1982 

Commonwealth Games 

brought Brisbane outdoor 

dining, the Gold Coast’s 

permanent legacy from its 

2018 host role could include 

changed transport habits, 

according to the head of the 

Games organising body. 

Nigel Chamier, chairman 

of the Gold Coast 2018 

Commonwealth Games 

Corp, said the Coast 

would get a $2 billion 

economic injection, with 

up to 30,000 full-time 

jobs created. 

Holding the event is 

expected to cost $2 billion,  

excluding $1 billion of 

revenue from sources 

including sponsorship. 

Asked if federal and state 

governments could afford 

the Games, Mr Chamier said 

the legacies of the event 

would be “phenomenal”. 

“It’s much more than just 

11 days of spectacular 

sport. It brings tangible and 

intangible benefits to the 

Gold Coast and all of 

Queensland. It does create 

thousands of jobs across 

diverse industries — in 

construction, hospitality, 

event management,” Mr 

Chamier told a lunch event 

in Brisbane on Thursday. 

“There will be significant 

benefits and … changes. 

(Brisbane’s 1982 Games 

and Expo 88) did change 

our habits. We didn’t eat 

out in restaurants that had 

outdoor dining before then. 

We really grew up I think,” 

Mr Chamier said. 

A key Games village project 

is a 200-hectare precinct 

with residential and 

parkland areas and a tram 

network. 

He said Games building 

projects were either on or 

ahead of time and within 

budget. 

About 96 per cent of work 

so far had been awarded to 

SEQ businesses, with 65 per 

cent going to the Gold 

Coast, he said. 

Mr Chamier said a contract 

procurement plan would be 

released “very soon” and it 

would “demonstrate up to 

35,000 positions in the 

contractor workforce”. 

 



 

Work kicks off on rail project 

from Coomera to Helensvale  
Meagan Weymes March 13, 2016  
 

 
 
CONSTRUCTION has 

officially begun on the $163 

million Coomera to 

Helensvale rail duplication 

following a groundbreaking 

ceremony on the Gold Coast. 

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk 

turned the first sod to mark the 

start of work on the heavy rail 

duplication project this 

morning. 

Over the next couple of 

months, construction teams 

will start to lay foundations for 

the 8.2km of rail track between 

Coomera and Helensvale 

stations. 

They will also start to lay 

foundations for eight new rail 

bridges totalling 1400 metres 

in length across the Coomera 

River, Hope Island Road and 

Saltwater Creek. 

 

 

Ms Palaszczuk said the project 

would improve train capacity 

and reliability ahead of the 

2018 Commonwealth Games. 

“This is an exciting milestone 

as we begin work to duplicate 

the only remaining section of 

single track on the Gold Coast 

rail line,” Ms Palaszczuk said. 

“The project will provide a 

major boost for the 

construction industry, 

providing up to two years 

employment for more than 200 

people working in trades such 

as engineering, electrical, steel 

fixing, concreting and 

carpentry.” 

Deputy Premier Jackie Trad 

said it was a vital 

infrastructure project for the 

Coast and would transform the 

region’s public transport 

network. 

 “This project will not only 

support the Gold Coast region 

to host one of the world’s 

largest sporting events, but 

will also cater for the region’s 

growing number of residents 

and visitors. 

Mr Hinchliffe said over the 

past month, Queensland Rail 

had been preparing the site for 

construction and holding 

information sessions with the 

community. 

The project is expected to be 

completed in late 2017. 

“This project is an investment 

in public transport for the 

rapidly expanding Gold Coast 

region,” Ms Trad said. 

“This critical infrastructure 

project will deliver the 

capacity needed to double the 

number trains travelling to 

the Gold Coast in morning 

peak and back to Brisbane in 

afternoon peak.” 

“The Palaszczuk Government 

is committed to investing in 

infrastructure in the Gold 

Coast region ahead of the 

Games — an event that will 

inject $2 billion into the 

Queensland economy and 

generate around 30,000 jobs,” 

Mr Hinchliffe said. 

 



 

Gold Coast light rail stage two 
building to start in April 2016 
Matthew Burgess March 18 2016 
 

 
 

Work on the next stage of the 

Gold Coast Light Rail is 

expected to start in April 

after the $420 million 

contract for its construction 

was awarded to an 

Australian contractor. 

The winning company, CPB C

ontractors, has 

been given a deadline to have t

he work done in time for 

the Gold Coast 2018  

Deputy Premier Jackie 

Trad said the state 

government would fund $270 

million of the project.  

The deputy premier said the 

project was one the 

Queensland government 

fought very hard to achieve, 

and was important for "the 

Gold Coast, for its future 

economy, and for its 

diversification". 

"Stage two will complete the 

missing link between Brisbane 

and the Gold Coast and will 

provide an immediate boost to 

the construction industry, 

supporting up to 1000 new 

construction jobs," Ms Trad 

said. 

Transport Minister Stirling Hin

chliffe said with the potential 

to carry about 3000 customers 

an hour, the extension would 

play an integral part in the 

transport solution for the Gold 

Coast 2018 Commonwealth 

Games. 

"When the 2018 Games are 

being held, people can jump on 

a train from anywhere within 

the suburban network 

of Brisbane, change from the 

train to the light rail at 

Helensvale and get all the way 

to Broadbeach, attending 

and getting access to a whole 

range of Commonwealth 

Games event venues," he 

said.   

"Today is another jobs boost 

for our city, with around 1000 

construction jobs expected for 

stage two," he said. 

The $420 million project will 

also comprise $95 million 

from the Australian 

government and $55 million 

from the City of Gold Coast 

Council. 

The 7.3km extension will 

connect the existing light rail 

system at Gold Coast 

University Hospital station to 

heavy rail at Helensvale 

station. 

Since the commencement of 

light rail on the Gold Coast, 

regional public transport travel 

has increased by more than 25 

per cent, with light rail 

carrying more than 20,000 

passengers each day. 

The extension will also 

support the movement of 

6500 Commonwealth Games 

athletes and team officials, 

16,000 workers and 

volunteers, and an estimated 

1.5 million ticketed 

spectators. 

Gold Coast Mayor Tom Tate 

was delighted the contract 

with CPB demanded a focus 

on local employment and 

local business. 

 



 
GC enjoys a pre Commonwealth Games Property Surge 
 

3rd May 2016  |  Staff Writer 

 

A new report from 

PRDnationwide has 

uncovered the full extent 

of the Gold Coast property 

boom taking place in 

areas surrounding 

Commonwealth Games 

projects.  

The report shows that both 

houses and units are moving 

faster than at any point during 

the past 24 months, with 

properties spending an 

average of 48 (a 27.3% 

decrease) and 55 days (a 

43.8% decrease) on the market 

respectively. 

 

House values in almost all of 

the suburbs surrounding the 

2018 Commonwealth Games’ 

venues have witnessed an 

average increase of 8.6%, with 

Southport, Coomera and 

Runaway Bay witnessing 

respective house value growth 

of 7.9%, 10.5% and 10.8%. 

According to the researchers, 

this growth has been partially 

driven by projects such as the 

Coomera Sports and Leisure 

Centre, Carrara Sports and 

Leisure Centre and Southport 

Athletes Village. 

 

PRDnationwide Chairman and 

Managing Director Tony Brasier 

said the Gold Coast real estate 

industry is entering an exciting 

period. 

“Our company was founded on 

the Gold Coast 40 years ago and 

we haven’t seen the Gold Coast 

property market so alive as over 

the last two years,” he said. 

PRDnationwide National 

Research Manager Dr Diaswati 

Mardiasmo said that the 

worldwide exposure provided by 

the Commonwealth Games is 

also expected to attract new 

property buyers on the Gold 

Coast. 

“In the year following the 2000 

Olympic 

Games, Sydney experienced a 

58% increase in sales activity, 

whileMelbourne saw a 33% 

increase in sales activity in the 

12-month period after the 2006 

Commonwealth Games,” she 

said. 

 

http://www.theurbandeveloper.com/author/staff-writer/
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Why GC is attracting investors worldwide 
by Sue Williams  May 4, 2016 
 

  
 

When Australia's Gold 
Coast was voted one of the 
top three places in the world 
to buy a second home in by 
the well-respected Knight 
Frank annual global The 

Wealth Report 2016, many 
onlookers were amazed.  
 
How could that strip of ritz 
and glitz along 57 
kilometres of Queensland 
coastline possibly be in the 
same international league 
as perennial favourites the 
Cote d'Azur in the south of 
France, and Spain's Ibiza? 
But those in close touch 
with the property market 
there weren't in the least 
perplexed. 

Knight Frank director of 
residential research 
Australia Michelle Ciesielski 
points to the arrival of the 
Commonwealth Games in 
2018 as having kick-started 
investment there, together 
with the new light rail 
system and a planned $200 
million airport expansion, 
low prices compared with 
Sydney and Melbourne, and  

 

strong population and 
tourism growth. 

"A lifestyle property on the 
Gold Coast also offers the 
perfect setting for semi-
retirement or those who 
don't necessarily need to be 
in the office full time. There 
are more and more people 
adopting the fly-in, fly-out 
approach whilst still 
watching the capital value of 
the family home appreciate 
in the capital cities of 
Sydney, Melbourne and 
Brisbane." 

Bernard Salt predicts in the 
KPMG report that, by the 
middle of this century, the 
Gold Coast will have 1.2 
million residents, "but it will 
also be a city of truly 
metropolitan scale". 
 
The weaker Australian 
dollar will help bolster 
tourism, and overseas 
property buying in 
Australia's sixth-largest city, 
and another huge boost will 
come from the light rail 
extension to the heavy rail,  

"Over the last 14 months, 
we've started promoting 
properties on the Gold 
Coast to our buyers 
because we're seeing 
massive investment in 
infrastructure and we're now 
expecting very strong 
growth," says Marwan 
Rahme, managing director 
of, Kanebridge. "It's a very 
beautiful area, with some 
stunning properties." 

Two years ago, 10 per cent 
of inquiries for properties on 
the Gold Coast were from 
the southern states, says 
Gold Coast director 
Nicholas Clydesdale. "Now 
it's over 40 per cent and it's 
growing all the time." 

linking the Gold Coast with 
Brisbane, as well as the 
$345 million make-over of 
Jupiters Hotel and Casino 
– and plans for a new 
casino – and the $670 
million investment in the 
Pacific Fair shopping 
centre. 

Domain Group figures 
certainly show that house 
prices on the Gold Coast 
are extremely competitive, 
with its median only just 
more than half of Sydney's. 
Last year, that rose 5.8 per 
cent, however, only 
marginally behind Sydney's 
6.9 per cent, but with 
property earning better 
gross rental yields, at 4.4 
per cent against Sydney's 
4.1 per cent. 

 



 

Now’s the right time to go for Gold 
Sue Williams May 2, 2016 

 

It’s always been shiny and fun, 

but the Gold Coast has 

traditionally delivered 

much duller and markedly less 

thrilling property gains than 

Melbourne or Sydney.  

But today we’re beginning to 

experience the kind of growth 

we’ve been seeing in the 

southern cities over the 

last few years,” says Sahba 

Abedian, managing director of 

Queensland developer Sunland 

Group.  

“It’s proving a great period for 

many interstate investors, and 

people wanting to come here 

to relocate.” 

Mr Abedian says that with the 

Sydney median house price 

now still close to $1 million, 

if you compare that with the 

south-east Queensland median 

of just over $500,000, it’s a 

very attractive place for 

interstate buyers to invest. 

Angus Johnson, joint 

managing director of 

developer Citimark, agrees. 

“The Gold Coast market, and 

Surfers Paradise in particular, 

has lagged significantly 

behind other cities on the 

eastern seaboard, but now 

that’s changing. Over the past 

seven years there’s been a lack 

of development too which has 

driven price growth, 

and there’s strong demand for 

good property.” 

“There’s suddenly a huge 

demand for good property 

from buyers in Sydney 

and Melbourne. Two years 

ago, 10 per cent of our 

inquiries were from the 

southern states. Now it’s over 

40 per cent. The Gold Coast 

market has been 

chronically undersupplied for 

six to eight years, but now  

A major driver has been the 

upcoming 2018 

Commonwealth Games – with  

Bernard Salt’s 2015 Report on 

the Gold Coast City 

Growth describes how the 

area’s added close to 15,000 

new residents a year and 

predicts that, by the middle of 

this century, the Gold Coast 

will contain 1.2 million 

residents.  

 

“The Gold Coast has all the 

right economic fundamentals 

and it’s without a doubt 

the strongest part of the 

Queensland economy,” says 

Johnson. “That’s driving jobs 

and population growth and, 

when you put that together you 

end up with escalating prices.” 

1.5 million predicted to attend 

ticketed events — but strong 

tourism figures and the 

high level of migration to the 

area have also been spurs. 

The reasons for that turnaround 

are several. There’s been 

massive investment 

in infrastructure on the Gold 

Coast, with the light rail and 

the new extension to the heavy 

rail coming up linking it to 

Brisbane. Then there’s been the 

$345 million make over of 

Jupiters Hotel and Casino, as 

well as plans for a new one, 

and the $670 million 

investment in the Pacific Fair 

shopping centre.  
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Commonwealth Games already driving a 
Gold Coast property boom: PRD Report 

 

 

 

Despite being two years 

away, the Commonwealth 

Games have already created a 

property boom on the Gold 

Coast. 

A PRD Nationwide report 

shows house values in most 

suburbs around 

Commonwealth Games 

venues have surged by an 

average of 8.6 per cent. 

House prices in Runaway Bay 

have grown by 10.8 per cent 

in the 12 months to 

December 2015. Coomera 

saw house price growth of 

10.5 per cent, while 

Southport grew 7.9 per cent. 

Comparatively, Brisbane 

house prices grew by only 4.1 

per cent in the 12 months to 

March 2016. 

PRD researchers said growth 

had been driven in part by 

Games infrastructure 

projects including the 

Coomera Sports and Leisure 

Centre, the Carrara Sports 

and Leisure Centre and the 

Southport Athletes Village. 

PRD Nationwide chairman 

and managing director Tony 

Brasier said it was an exciting 

time for Gold Coast property. 

“PRD Nationwide agents on 

the ground [are] reporting a 

spike in interest from local 

residents looking to buy in 

suburbs close to new 

infrastructure and gain ‘first 

mover advantage’,” he said. 

“There has also been an 

increase in the number of 

calls from interstate investors 

looking to take advantage of 

opportunities on the Gold 

Coast. 

 

“The great news is that the 

property market is expected 

to continue growing strongly 

beyond the 2018 

Commonwealth Games.” 

“We are seeing the impact 

pretty much right across the 

coast – North to upper 

Coomera all the way down 

south to Coolangatta.” 

James Legerwood of 

McGrath Broadbeach 

said prestige market on the 

Gold Coast had also seen a 

surge in buyer activity 

because of the Games. 

“The central Gold Coast 

prestige market is seeing a lot 

of interest from interstate 

buyers who are wanting to 

come for the lifestyle.”  

Sam Guo of Ray White 

Broadbeach said the 

Commonwealth Games had 

already had a positive impact 

on the property market. 

“People have more confidence 

in the city and in the local 

government,” he said. 

“The infrastructure, roads and 

trams and all these 

facilities give a great positive 

image. 

 

Rachel Clun Apr 29, 2016 
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Gold Coast’s most rapidly 

expanding suburb is Pimpama  

 
PIMPAMA was once known 
for its farm produce but is 
now a bustling hive of 
development activity as 
more people choose to make 
the suburb their home. 

Known for The Strawberry 
Farm and its famous 
strawberry ice creams, the 
area also hosts several 
action-packed experiences 
including Xtreme Karting, 
Slideways — Go Karting 
World and Zorb Park. 

Pimpama hosts several 
action-packed experiences. 
Photo: David Clark 
The Gold Coast’s Northern 
Chamber of Commerce 
secretary Gary Mays says 
the idea of Pimpama being 
developed to such an extent 
would have been 
unimaginable five years ago. 

“I’ve been living here for 28 
years and I’m still amazed 
to be seeing a McDonald’s,” 
he says. 

“Pimpama has always been 
farmland with barely a 
corner store to be seen. The 
growth we’re seeing now is 
explosive.” 

Gary says there are houses 
being built in Pimpama 
every day. “There’s still 
quite a bit of land available 
compared to the rest of the 
Gold Coast, where there is 
only room for infill 
housing,” he says. “I can’t 
see the affordability of 
Pimpama disappearing any 
time soon. A combination of 
investors and young 
families are largely buying 
into the residential areas.” 

With impressive 
infrastructure taking off and  

There are several 
developments on the go in 
Pimpama including 
Sunland’s The Heights 
and Mirvac’s Gainsborough 
Greens. 

The Gainsborough Greens 
community will comprise, 
when complete, 2200 
homes across a series of 
interconnected villages and 
parklands. 

The Gainsborough Greens 
Golf Course is set to be 
transformed over the next 
few years with a new club 
house. The proposed new 
club house, retail and 
recreational facilities will 
connect the Gainsborough 
Greens community. 

 

Hannah Sbeghen   May 8, 2016 

a new school being built in 
the neighbouring suburb of 
Coomera, Pimpama is 
expected to continue to 
grow. “I think Pimpama 
could easily be bigger than 
Helensvale at the rate it’s 
going,” Gary says. 

While public transport is 
yet to catch up with the 
growth, there are two train 
stations either side of the 
suburb — one in Coomera 
and another in Ormeau.  

 


