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Queensland budget: Two new 
high schools for Brisbane as 
part of $500m funding boost 

 

PHOTO: A concept design for the new Fortitude Valley 

School. (Supplied: Queensland Government) 

Two new high schools will be built in inner-Brisbane, 
the first since 1963, with $500 million allocated in next 
week's budget, the Queensland Government has said. 

Fortitude Valley State School in inner-city Brisbane will 
become a high-rise secondary school in partnership with 
the Queensland University of Technology. 

Another high school will be built in the city's inner-south 
in conjunction with the University of Queensland, in the 
catchment of Brisbane State High School. 

The $500 million Building Future Schools Fund will also 
be used for land acquisitions for four other high schools 
being considered for other growth areas across 
Queensland. 

Those sites are Mount Low in Townsville, North 
Lakes-Mango Hill north of Brisbane, Calliope near 
Gladstone, and Yarrabilba in South Logan. 

The announcement includes the acquisition of another 
block of land to expand the West End State School. 

Education Minister Kate Jones said more people were 
living in higher density inner-city apartments and new 
schools were needed. 

She said the two new high schools would each cater for 
up to 1,500 students. 

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk said the new high 
schools would cater for inner-Brisbane growth. 

"For example, the Fortitude Valley State School — the 
old one — which the LNP wanted to sell off and I've kept 
that in public hands and now turning it into a state-of-the-
art, public state-owned high school of excellence to 
partner with QUT — should be completed by 2020," she 
said. 

Ms Palaszczuk said the State Government was investing 
record funding to build new schools and classrooms 
where they were needed most across Queensland. 

"We want every child to benefit from a quality education no 
matter where they live," she said. 

"That's why we are investing $500 million over 
five years to help deliver world class education 

facilities where they are needed most." 

Deputy Premier Jackie Trad said the new south-side 
secondary school would take pressure off Brisbane State 
High School on a site to be revealed. 

"We have a couple of options and we're not at liberty to 
actually reveal what they might be until further 
discussions take place, but we are very confident that an 
additional site will be secured within the current 
catchment of Brisbane State High School," she said. 

Ms Jones said the State Government was delivering a 
record investment to build new classrooms and schools 
throughout Queensland. 

"We have already built a new special school in Cairns 
and opened three new schools this year - Bellbird Park 
State Secondary College, Pumicestone State School and 
Fernbrooke State School," she said. 

'Panic move by government', Tim Nicholls says 

However, Queensland Opposition Leader Tim Nicholls 
said the two new high schools would be built in 
vulnerable government seats. 

"Half a billion dollars for two high schools is a heck of a 
lot of money to fight off the Greens in two of Labor's 
marginal seats — the seat of Brisbane Central, now 
[McConnel], and of course Jackie Trad's seat of South 
Brisbane in West End," he said. 

"Is it really going to deliver the services that are needed? 

"What planning has gone into it or is this just a last gasp 
measure to fight off the Greens in inner-city Brisbane?" 

He said the LNP invested $60 million to increase the 
capacity of Brisbane State High School. 

"We're yet to see the figures in relation to overcrowding 
in the seat of Brisbane Central and it's taken two-and-a-
half years to come to this decision in the lead-up to an 
election," he said. 

"The Fortitude Valley State School had a very small 
number of students — it was identified by the Education 
Department as not being able to continue to service that 
area, and obviously Labor have done nothing for the last 
two-and-a-half years and they've now come up with this 
last gasp plan." 
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